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Six counties join first “La Protectora”
Fiestas during National Hispanic Heritage
Month to promote traffic safety awareness
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one who plans on using alcohol
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t0 act responsibly by designating
a sober driver, wearing safety
belts, and using child safety seats
while traveling. '
“In Arizona, motor vehicle |
collisions are the leading cause of
death for Latinos aged 1 to 44,”
said Cecilia Lerma, coordinator
of the La Protectora Program.
“If you notice a friend showing
signs of impairment, take their
keys. Don’t let them get behind
the wheel. Also, refuse to travel
with others who do not wear
safety belts or use child safety
seats. Objects and unrestrained
bodies inside vehicles can also .
cause deaths and serious injuries
to everyone inside the vehicle.”
Although Latinos represent 18
percent of the population in Ari-
zona, they account for 32 percent
of fatalities and serious injuries.
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